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ABRAH'S BAS MITZVAH
Judaism is not a burden. The expression in Yiddish of
doesn't mean burden in the sense we speak about it in English. 1In Hebrew
we talk about Ol Malchirs Shamazom. And Ol in Hebrew same word as Ul which
means an infant, a child. The Greatest Blessing in Judaism is to have
children. One of the greatest misfortunes is not to have children. To
watch a child grow and to help him wonderful experience. Ol in Hebrew also
comes from Hebrew word Al which means to go up to the heights. To soar.
To assume the Ol, the pachele is a wonderful thing. In Judaism we welcome it.
It is a source of great joy. We are commanded to do all the Mitzvahs with
joy. Many times we are told the Jewish people were punished not because they
didn't fulfill the commandments but because they didn't fulfill them with
joy. 1If you don't fulfill them with joy certainly your children won't observe
them. We are about ready to usher in the holiday of Shavuos when we got
the Torah. We had another revelation even before that at Morlah. Three days
after the Jewish people left Egypt they were bitter. That's what Morjah
means. Freedom was too much for them. They didn't know how to appreciate it.
They loocked at it as a burden. Judaism to them was bitter. G-d had to give
them a revelation at Moriah so they could accept the commandments at Sinai.
They had to learn joy. And what were the three commandments he gave them?
Honoring father and mother, some say the Red Heifer, the Shabbos and
establishing cants of Justice. There are three basic ways of getting joy.
And we must have all three to have simcha. We must feel accepted. That's
what Shabbos all about. We must feel responsible and able to achieve set
goals. That's what administration of justice all about. We must be able to
go beyond self and that's what honoring parents all about. For as some say
Parol although in Sanhedrin it's clear that it's honoring father
and mother. Paral Adimah different because you need others. Can't just
become clean by dipp{ng in Mikvah, you need someone to sprinkle you on third
7th day. If we have these things acceptance, challenge, and ability to go

beyond self we'll find joy. The great joy of the Torah.
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Story about 18 wheeler called by smokie. How fast you going? Just 55,

smokie. Is that right? Right. If that case better get out of the way, your

trailer is doing 70.

To those without joy the past is great burden which threatens to crush them.




